Names

I am tired of having five different names;
Having to change them when I enter

A new country or take on a new life. My
First name is my truest, I suppose, but I

Never use it and nobody calls me by this Vietnamese
Name though it is on my birth certificate —

Tue My Chuc. It makes the sound of a twang of a
String pulled. My parents tell me my name in Cantonese

is Chuc Mei Wai. Three soft bird chirps and they call
me Ah Wai. Shortly after I moved to the U.S., I became

Teresa My Chuc, then Teresa Mei Chuc. “Teresa” is the sound
Water makes when one is washing one’s hands. After my first

Marriage, my name was Teresa Chuc Prokopiev. After my second
Marriage, my name was Teresa Chuc Dowell. Now I am back

To Teresa Mei Chuc, but I want to go way back . Reclaim that name once
given and lost so quickly in its attempt to become someone that would

fit in. Who is Tue My Chuc? Idon’t really know. I was never really her
and her birthday on March 16, I never celebrate because it’s not

my real birthday though it is on my birth certificate. My birthday is on
January 26, really, but I have to pretend that it’s on March 16 because my

Mother was late registering me after the war. Or it’s in December, the date
Changing every year according to the lunar calendar — this is the one my

Parents celebrate because it’s my Chinese birthday.
All these names and birthdays make me dizzy. Sometimes I just don’t feel like a

Teresa anymore; Tue (pronounced Twe) isn’t so embarrassing. A fruit learns to
Love its juice. Anyways, I’d like to be string...resonating. Pulled back tensely like a bow

Then reverberate in the arrow’s release straight for the heart.
By Teresa Mei Chuc

"Names" first appeared online in Babel Fruit and in print in New Poets of the American West anthology
(Many Voices Press, 2010)



Nhirng cai tén
By Teresa Mei Chuc

That mét mdi vi ¢6 ndm céi tén;
Phai d6i tén moi khi nhap canh

Mot nrére méi hay bit ddu mdt cude sdng méi. Cdi tén
DAu Tién, v&i t6i, 13 thwee nha't, nhung

Tb6i khong dung, cling khong ai goi t6i bing cai Tén
Viét 4y, cho di n6 dwoe ghi trong gid'y khai sinh -

Tue My Chuc. Céi tén bap bung giong miii
Ti€ng s¢i dy cing. Ba me ndi tén tdi trong ti€ng Quang Pong

12 Chuc Mei Wai. Ba ti€ng chim h6t m&m, va Ah Wai
La cdi tén cha me t6i thwdng goi. Vira d&€n My, tdi héa thanh

Teresa My Chuc, rdi Teresa Mei Chuc. "Teresa"
La ti€ng nwdre khi ai d6 riva tay. Sau ddm cuwdi dau

Tén t6i 1a Teresa Chuc Prokopiev. Sau ddm cwdi thi hai
T6i 1a Teresa Chuc Dowell. By gio toi trd lai

La Teresa Mei Chuc, nhwng tdi mudn tré v&. Poi lai cdi tén ngay nao
T6i trng nhan roi nhanh chéng m't vi ¢§ trd thanh mot ai

phit hop. Tue My Chuc 1a ai? Téi khong bi€t. Toi chwra bao gid thuc sw 1a ¢o,
Sinh nhét c6, ngay 16 thing Ba, téi chwa tng ky niém

D6 khong phai 1a ngay sinh that cda toi du gid'y khai sinh ghi vAy. Thit ra t6i sinh
Ngay 26 thang Giéng, nhung ti phai gia vo ring sinh ngay 4y, bdi vi

Sau chi€n tranh me t6i 1am gid'y chdm. Hodc vao thdng Muw¢i hai, con ngay
Thay doi hang ndm vi theo 4m lich - ngay hom 4y

Cha me t6i ky niém vi d6 m&i 1a ngay sinh Trung Qudc cta toi.
Nhitng cdi tén va nhirng ngay sinh 'y lam cho t6i chéng mét. Poi khi t6i khong thd'y minh

La Teresa nira; Tue (phdt &m TWE) thi khong d&€n ndi qud ray ra. Mot trdi ciy hoc cach
Yéu dong nhyra chinh minh. Di sao, t6i mudn 1a s¢i dy...cong hwdng. Nhw chi€c cung co manh

R 6i doi lai bing mii tén bin thing vao tim.
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