Quan Am on a Dragon

Mother shows me a lacquered painting on a plaque
of Quan Am, bodhisattva of compassion, riding a dragon.

It is misty around the bodhisattva and the dragon.
The picture looks so real, almost like a photo.

A sacred vase in one hand and a willow branch
in the other to bless devotees with the divine nectar of life.

Mother says that she and other boat refugees saw Quan Am as we were
fleeing Vietnam after the war in a freight boat with 2,450 refugees.

When she looked up towards Heaven, in the clouds, she saw
the bodhisattva in her white, flowing robe riding a dragon.

Mother says that the goddess was there to guide and save us
from the strong waves of the South China Sea. | should know

better than to believe her though she swears it’s true.
| ask again and she nods, says really, | saw Quan Am in the clouds

as we were escaping. | should know better than to believe her.
But, a part of me wants to believe in a bodhisattva, in compassion

riding on a mythical creature, to believe that somehow something
more than just our mere human selves wanted us to live.

By Teresa Mei Chuc

“Quan Am on a Dragon” first appeared in Whitefish Review



Phat Ba Quan Am cw&i rong

Ma dwa t6i xem mot bire tranh son mai
vé Phat Ba Quan Am B6 Tat dang cuwéi rong.

Xung quanh Phat Ba va con réng la swong mu.
Burc tranh tréng rat that, c nhw mot bire anh chup.

Trén mot tay |a binh nwéc cam 16 va trén tay kia
la canh dwong liéu Phat Ba ban phwéc lanh cho doi.

Ma néi ba va cac thuyén nhan da thay Phat Quan Am khi chung t6i
r&i bd Viét Nam sau chién tranh trén con tau hang ché 2.450 ngudi di tan.

Khi ba nhin 1én Troi, ba da thay gitra nhivng dam may
hinh Phat Ba méac d6 trdng phat pho dang cwdi rong.

Ma néi Phat Ba da dén dé dan dwong va clru ching toi
ra khéi nhirng con séng dir bién Dong. Pang & tdi phai hiéu

rd hon la chi biét tin thé du ba thé réng dé 1a sy that.
T6i hdi lai va ba gat dau, rang thuc sw ba da thdy Phat Quan Am trén may

khi ching t6i vuot bién. Dang 18 téi phai hiéu rd hon Ia chi biét tin thé.
Nhwng ma, mét phan t6i cting mudn tin rdng Quan Thé Am B6 Tat

cw®i mot con vat than thoai, mudn tin rang cho du thé nao thi da cé mot
thé lwc cao ca chir khéng phai nguoi tran mudn ching t6i dwoc séng.

Dang Than dich



